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At daybreak on June 26, the Universidad Central de Venezuela (UCV) in Caracas was surrounded
by police in order to prevent further protest mobilizations by students. On the evening of June
25, 30 students and three policemen were injured in confrontations. Student demonstrators were
expressing support for their peers engaged in a hunger strike since early June in an effort to secure
the release of 17 individuals, including nine students, from police custody. The hunger strikers
were also demanding that expulsion of another 11 students from the Universidad de Oriente
(UDO) for alleged inadequate academic performance be annulled; reopening institutions of higher
education in Puerto La Cruz and Bolivar, and an extension of the academic year. Prior to the student
demonstrations in Caracas and elsewhere, local news agencies had reported that the nine students
and two others in custody were to be delivered to military authorities at the De la Pica prison for the
alleged crime of subversion. Several demonstrations by university students occurred throughout
the previous week in eastern Venezuelan cities, including Bolivar, Guayana, Cumana, and Puerto
La Cruz. The hunger strike was intiated by five UDO students outside the Barcelona Cathedral,
320 km. east of Caracas. One of the students has been hospitalized with bladder and digestive
tract problems. Four UCV students joined the strike on June 11 and four days later the strike was
extended to locations in Caracas, Cumana and other cities. Interior Minister Jose Angel Ciliberto
told reporters he was considering the release of the students from the military court system. UDO
rector Andres Pastrana announced he was studying the possibility of readmitting the 11 students
previously expelled. On June 25, student leaders from 14 universities agreed to launch street
demonstrations July 1 throughout the country. July 1: The national student demonstration took place
with several reports of confrontations between police and demonstrators. July 2: Demonstrations
and confrontations with police continued. In the city of Trujillo, 585 km. southwest of Caracas,
20-year-old student Johnny Villarreal Matos died as a result of a blow to the stomache. Another
10 students were reportedly injured in shooting when the police stormed the university campus.
Three were reported in serious condition on the evening of July 2. July 3: Seven policemen and
at least 30 students were injured in the environs of the UCV in Caracas. University students
in the capital city, and several western and eastern cities demonstrated in protest of the July 2
killing. At least six students were injured in confrontations with police in Merida and Trujillo.
An undetermined number of arrests occurred in Caracas, Maracay, Valencia and San Cristobal.
No injuries were reported in the latter three cities. According to Caracas police, "agitators from
outside the university" were responsible for the upheaval, while student leaders blamed the police
for having shot at students who protested against the events in Trujillo. Seventeen students in
Caracas were arrested before metropolitan police anti-riot units and helicopters occupied university
buildings and cleared the area. Demonstrations were especially violent in Caracas, Valera and
Merida. On the evening of July 3, the national government ordered army and police units to restore
order in the three cities. (Basic data from several reports by AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE, AP,
PRENSA LATINA)
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